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” BW That 2001 thing which was committed unto thet, 
== | on, by the Holy Ghoſt, which dwellerb in uf. 


IHE Work of the Miniſtry - is kndount- 
ble, it was anciently ſo accounted'; 
till God ſeparated the Tribe of- Levi, 
the chief of the Family, the ff. 
born were always ſeparated to it; and it is not 
o be leſs accounted of now, if we conſider the 
nd of their office, by whom they are ſeat and 
ith what authority. they are inveſted: And 
iitho* ſome may think dif ſgracefully & meanly 
fit, yer there is no doubt, they ” Will: think 
therwiſe of it, when they ſhall ſee what ista 
Prophets reward, when hey who turn many * to 
ighteou neſs ſhall ſhine as the ſtars for ever and 
ver, This thought ſhould he deſervedly an 
nducement unto all whom God hath honoured 
with it, to be very watchful that they do nothiag 
that may leſſen the credit of it, and ſerve to 
bring their Office or Perſons into contempt, or 
bring a difgrace to Chriſt. They who are to 
-nlighten others ſhould ſhine as Lights in the 
Vorld, in che clearneſs of their knowledge, and 
8 ajeſty of their converſation, that their gravity 


and piety may command the reverence of their 
obſeryers, | W__ 
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Bor they ſhould remember that their Wot 
| is Welghty, there is not only digzity but dai 


ful to underſtand and practice, that they maj 
be approved of Chriſt and their o-ẽ]nConſcience: 


of divine Inſpiration, but added from ſome vn 
certain tradition. The matter of the Exbort: 


underſtood of the Doclrine of tbe Goſpel. Thi 
is truly a good IWord, the moſt welcome meſſag 


And that this is what is intended ſeems to b 


liſh and preach unto others. Keep; tbat ma) 
comprehend believe ir, practice it, Preach it 
be ready to maintain, defend and ſtand up fe 


niceties, as the Heathen Philoſophers and th 
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belonging to it, which all that would be fait 
ful to Chriſt in the diſcharge of it will be car; 


Now ir is ſomething of this I would (wil 


Divine Aſſiſtance) lay before you at this Tim © 
from the Text I have read—, The words ma & 
be conſidered, as an earneſt Exborration,Cautiolff © 
or Charge to Timothy the Evangeliſt; whom, FY 
rather call ſo from 2 Tim. 4. 5; than from thi 
Poſtſcripr, Biſhop of Epheſus, becauſe it is gene. 
rally agreed that theſe were not, (as the Text, 10 


tion is, That good thing which was committed t 
thee keep. This good thing is doubtleſs to bi 


that was ever brought to the World: one of thi 
moſt excellent fruits of the divine mercy toi 


plain both from the foregoing and following 
words, as alſo from 1 Tim. 6. 20, 21, This 
{aid to be commuted to bis tru, that is, to pub 


it againſt all thoſe that would either rob yo 
or rob the Church of ſuch a Treaſure, and it 
troduce idle ſpeculations and philoſophic; 


„ L. 5 e S. 


Gnoſtich 
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4 0 noſticks (the tollowers of Simon Magus) did. | 
"4 rhis may be expounded by Tir. 1. 9. where 
RY t is made or declared the duty of every Biſhop 


Ir Elder in the Church, to bold faſt the faithful 
Ford, to be well eſtabliſhed and confirmed in the 
- W:ith, and ready and able ro defend it, ſo as to 
op the mouths of gainſayers. Here is a directi- 
n how he ſhould keep ir, by the Holy Gboſt which 
welleth in us. We need his influence & aſſiſtance 
to all duty, and have particular encouragement 


1th depend upon him to guide xs into all trutb, and 

* 7 bring all truths T0 Our remembrance, to enligh- | 

„„en our underſtandings, to work faith, to excite 
J 


love, and animate to obedience. 


oY Doc r. IT is a ſpecial duty incumbent on Mi- 
2 7ifters to preſerve the Doitrine of the Goſpel 
1 in * . „ 

Tui Br the Doctrine of the Goſpel I would be 
ſſag underſtood, as comprehending the wbole Dottrine 
F rhi cf Chri, not in a reſtrained ſenſe ro what is left 


us by the four Evangeliſts, the whole rule of 
1M-2ith, the word of God. Every trutb of God 
W-ccording to its weight and moment muſt be 
W-cpr. It is reported as a faying of Lather, 
Fot ius ruat cælum quam una mica veritatis percat. 


— There is nothing ſuperfluous in the Word of 
h it God, nothing muſt be diminiſhed from it, or 
I added to it. Now the Truth of God is a Truſt 


or Depofitum delivered to the Saints, which 


Yo they muſt contend earneſtly for, Jude 3. And 
+l <'pecially Miniſters whoſe duty it is not only 
thin common with all Chriſtians to practice, but 


ical ©* Preach, it, this is committed to their, ut 
24 i TCO ooo 2 oeeoo_ 
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eſpecially, and they are ſer for rhe defence 1 


ſhould Reep knowledge & they ſhould as the law 
his moub, for be is the meſſenger sf #beLordof hof 
IN ſpeaking ro this Doi?rine ] ſhall ſhew Ha 
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truth, and therefore worthy to be believed 


| lieve me? We may not receive any DoQrint 
becauſe men confidently affirm it, but becauſ 
the Scriptures require it. Act. 17. 11. Theſ 
were nobler than thoſe of. Theſſalonica, in that the 


ſearched the Seriprure daily whether thoſe thing! 


ſince. And whoever they be that teach Dockr if: 
not contained either expreſly or by neceſſar 
conſequence deducible from the Word of God 


we ate not bound to receive them as points d 
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the Goſel, Phil. I. 1). and Mal. 2.7. The prieſts Ii 


this Duty is to be performed, give the Reaſon 
df it. and make ſome Application of it. 
I. TRI S Duty of maintaining the Doctrine 
the G-ſpel in tbe Purity of it, muſt be attende 
by making ir their care to underſtand & preac 


the mind of Chriſt (1) In matters of Faith. ( 
In matters of Practice. (3) In matters of Worſbi&; 
1. As to maiters.of Faitb, or things to be b. 


lie ved. The dottrine of Chriſt is the rule « 
Faith, by this all the Articles of Faith art 
to be tried. The authority and truth of. Got 
render all divine revelations of  infallibli 


Joh. 8. 46. If I ſay ibe trutb, why do ye not b 


received the word with all readineſs of mind an 


were fo; They are commended for their dilt 
gent examination of the Doctrine, though preach 
ed by an Apoſlle; who certainly might pretent 
to as much authority as any Officer in the Church 


Faith 


As Ordination SERMON #8 
alth, for Chriſt hath charged us, Mat. 23. 10, 
o call no man maſter, becauſe one is your maſier, 


+ 


au en Chriſt. Tis one of Chrilt'sOffices that de is 
bool Profhet and infallible Teacher of his Church, 


nd every Soul that refuſes to hear Him incurg 
e greateſt hazard, and Chriſtians may not 
bſolutely give up themſelves to the conduct of 
ny man's judgment as a rule to determine hig 
aith. To {ubmir rheir Faith and Conſciences 


each matters of Religion to any humane authority 
A hatſoeyer, whether Fopes or Councils, is to rob 
Gs hriſt of his prerogative. Iſai. 8. 20. To ib 
e be 


w & robe teflimony; if they ſpeak not according 
b jbjs word, it is becauſe these ts no light in tben. 


| 21d how awful are the words of the Apoſtie to 
Key his purpoſe, one would think enough to ſtrike 
1010 


dread upon thoſe that would agd any new 
Articles to the Chriſtian Faith, and impole 
hem upon others, Gal. 1.8. But thaugb we or an 
nagel from heaven preach any other gaſpel to yon, 
on that which we have preached unto you, let him 
accu, ſed. For the fuller conviction of the 
anger that would attend this, the Apoſi/e puts 
imſelf into the number, iF we, if l, or any 


bine hne that hath authority to preach, or any Angel 
dillW-o: Heaven preach otherwiſe, et him be ar- 
eaclW,/ed. Great care then ought to be uſed by 
tenqliniſters that they peak as the Oracles of God, 
WI Yhat they publiſh and preſs nothing as an Arti- 
inf Faith that is not ſupported by the word 
Harze God, and ſhould fo hold faſt the word of 
Godſpruth as not to ſuffer any Article of Faith huilt 
aid ereon to be wreſted ſrom them; eſpecially 


things 
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things eſſential and fundamental in Religio 
the ignorance of which is damnable, and t. 
denial of them heretical. Theſe challenge t 
greateſt of our care, that we may keep the 
entire, and mot give way to ſeducers; th 
determining wiſely and juſtly what theſe an 
might be a great ſervice to the ChriſtianWorl! 
would doubtleſs do much ro recover & mainta 
the peace of it. This then is one thing th 
Miniſters ſhould be careful about, to be right] 
Principled in matters of Faith that they m- 
think and ſpeak concerning God and his wi 
the thing that is right. Tit. 2. 7, 8. In Dodri 
ſhewing uncorrupineſs, gravity, ſincerity, ſoul 
ſpeech that cannot be condemned. 
2. As to matters of Practice. The Docttrii 
of Chriſt is a Docrine according to Godlineſs, 
not only teaches what we muſt believe, but wh 
we mult do, and how we muſt live, if we wou 
either glorify God on Earth, or enjoy Him | 
Heaven. Jam. 2. 20. Faith without works is dei 
Faith deſtitute of the proper and genuine fru 
of it will bring no man to Heaven. There is 
way caſt up, prepared, revealed and eſtabliſh 
by God, in which it is poſſible for man to obt; 
life and immortality, though miſerably fall 
and a/renarted from the life of Bod. This is a u 
of Holineſs. One great deſigff of the Goſpel is 
make men holy, and to entourage and promo 
the growth of holineſs in them. 2Per. 1.4. Thr 
are given to us exceeding great and precious 5 
 miſes, that by theſe you might be partakers of 1 
divine nature. 2 Cor. 7, 1. Having iheſe ro 
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thineſs of Aſh and ſpirit, perfetting bolineſs in the 
ar of God. The Goſpel ters before us the high- 


t Patterns, the ſtrongeſt Arguments, the great- 
{ Encouragements ro an univerſal holineſs : 
21 it is the great znſirument Which the Holy 
pirit uſes in implanting of it. Jam. 1.18. We 
e begotten by the word of Truth, So 1 Pet. 
23. A ſpecial part of man's miſery by his. 
poſtacy from God lies in the loſs of God's 12 1 
age, on the loſs whereof ſucceeds an averfion 
d him, an enmity ro his law, and a propenſity 
d all manner of fin, an unfitneſs to every thing 
at is good and holy. Now we muſt be reco- 
ered from this e ſtare & temper of Soul. 
the regenerating Spirit working in and with 
1e Goſpel, renewing us in the ſpirit of our minds, 
d uniting us to Chriſt by faith & love,who is 
e fountain of all life, and. growing up in him. 
hereforeMiniſters muſt underſtand & reach the 
ature & neceſſity of Regeneration, of Repentance 
W:v:17d God, of Faith toward our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
re Love to God, nd of univerſal Obedience to 
ine will of God ; which though in our preſent 
ate cannot be perfectly obtained, yet muſt be 
ncerely end eavoured, the defects ofit lamented, 
nd a daily improvement made of Chriſt for 
ardon and ſtrength ; that we may be ſtrong in 
e grace that 1s in Chriſt Feſus, yea may grow 
ronger and ſtronger; this is of abſolute neceſſity 
o men's peace and acceptance with God here, 
nd Salvation hereafter. Theſe things none of 
ur heaters ſhould be ignorant of, nor want Pe 


arly beloved, let us, cleanſe our ſelves From all 
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per and forcible arguments unto, as being th 
hing that accompany Salvation, and are prepan 
Lory toit. And, as Ore truly ſaith, © No Ma 
<* hath more of Heaven, than he hath of Gol 
and of His pure, placable, patient, benig 
_< and gracious nature. Religion lies not in e. 
ternal duties, ſervices and priviledges, but! 
the purity of heart and life, and it's conformit 
to the holy nature and will of God. Men me 
call themſelves Chriſtians becauſe of their Pr 
feſſion, bur God will never account them foi 
they have not the /ife of Chriſt begun in then 
3. In matters of Worſhip. orſhip,i.e.Dzvil 
or Religious Worſhip, is an honour due to Gol 
and to none but God, and this both natural ai 
2 tuted. This even the light of nature taugl 
the heathen world, and it is founded upon th 
being and excellency of God, and expteſsly n 
quired in the Firſt and Second Commandments ( 
the Decalogue : and great regard ſhould be hi 
ro the word of God to guide us in the perfe 
mance of it, both as to the matter & manner 
it, that we perform no acts of worſhip bur wh 
are becoming of him, and required by him. Gi 
hath not left this matter to the wiſdom of m 
to order, bur reſerved it to himſelf, as his on 
prerogative, and fully declared his will in th 
matter, and we may not add to or diminiſh fro 
it. It was Moſes's commendation, & ir is record: 
to hiseverlaſting honour, that he was fairbful 
_ tbeh uſe of God az a Servant,doing all things 
lating to the worſhip of God, according to 


potrern, given bin by God, And it becom 
| YT 8 | „ 5 Chriſtia 


Fo = 
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g th / ſians now, but eſpecially Miniſters to ſearch 
to the mind of Chriſt in this matter, & keep 
Ma emſelves exactly to it, as to all Oficers & Ordi- 
 Golhnces & Nites in Worſhip. Experience hath a- 
enigſhndantly ſhewed, that the nature of man is too 
in efone to Sapesſtition, and that partly thro' pride 
but i their own wifdom, flaviſh fear, or reſpect to 
rmiißheir carnal intereſt; many things have been in- 
n mi od uced into the worſhip of God, and impoſed 
r Phon rhe World, by thoſe who pretended to 
thority fo to do, that were never commanded 
rhen God. It is abundantly known that thus it was 
der the Anti- chriſtian dpoftacy, till the viſible 
) Gohurch inſtead bt being a Chai Virgin to Chriſt 
came a Fyoſtitute or Whore, yea a Mother of 
larlots and Abominations, becauſe of their cct- 
on thi pting rheWorſhip of God. Now tho? the divine 
ercy hath appeared in cauſing light to break. 
71s ut in ſeveral Nations, whereby much good hath 
e hie en done, & many errors & corruptions detected 
Fe rind exploded, yet it is a thing that hath been 
ner rg lamented, that in ſeveral Nations, & parti- 
 whularly in the Church of England, too many thipgs 
1. Gre ſtill retained of the Romiſh Hietarch and 
ft mer ſtition, to the prejudice & diſhonour' of the 
is one/9r mation there ; too many to be inſerted at 
his time: and that tho' ſeveral attempts have 
h frheen made to advance the Reformation there, 
nd carry it on to greater perfection both for- 
erly & lately, yet much oppoſition hath been 
ade toit, &many clogs & diſcouragements caſt 
n the way, which even at this day, have a datk 
iſpect on the Nation, and give gfound = 
Nico what things in time may grow. Bur 


— 
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Bor it becomes the People of God in this Lan; 
upon many accounts, to tand faſt in the libert 
toherewith Chriſt bath made them free, and to he 
watchful that they may not be entangled again i 
any yoke of bondage,Gal.5.1. And to this purpoſt 
] would only ſay, let it be the care both of Mi 
niſters and People ſteadily roadhere toand co 
ſulr the word of God in all matters of Worſhip 
as well asFaith,&to go no further than we hay: 
that rowarrant us. Let us not eſteem it a warrani 
xn or ground of practice whether truly or fal{ly(i 
uw uncertain) that this or that Office or Ceremony 
. or Way of Worſhip, hath been handed down tou 
ft by Tradition or the Ancient Uſage of the Church 
"= It is not Tradition but Inſtitution muſt Juſtify ou 
. practice: And having ſaid thus much upon thi 
head, let me add a few words reſpectingTyaditio 
Rl 1. There is no Argument in this, meer) 
"| that any practice hath been the ancient pradtid 
1 f our Fathers. If they were wiſe & good Men 
weight may be laid upon it ſo far as to put u 
upon a ſerious Examination of it; but meeil. 
that ſuch a thing hath been an ancient practic 
and uſage of our Nation & Fathers is no Argu 
ment: for in matters of Religion it is no rule i 
do as men have thought beſt, but we muſt e 
quire whether their Judgments have been regu 
lared by the Word of God. The Prophet refuſet| 
this plea, Fer. 44. 17. there is as much weigh 
many times to be laid upon the judgment 0 
other Nations as our own ; one Nation is n 
more ſecure from error than another. Nation. 
Cuſtoms are not therefore to be vindicated, bt 
cauſe they are of long uſe & ſtanding, 
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2. ANCIENT practices of the Church in tbe 
rer & primitive times, which are no ways con- 
adiffed by, but conſonant to the word of God, there 
ay be great weight laid upon them In as much 
they do Clear up the meaning of theScripture 
d the mind of God in ſome caſes. Thus the 
ſervation of the Fir Day Sabbath, the uſe of 
fant Baptiſm ; concerning which we have ſeve- 
hints in Scripture, and we are ſtrenghned 
our practice of theſe things the rather, be- 
auſe we find them to be the ancient practice 
F the Apoſtles & Frimitive Church. 3 
3. ANTIQUITT 7s no Argument for any praflice 
en that practice is contrary to the word of God. 
hat is truly & properly the Old way that is pre- 
ribed to us by the word of God; ſo it is called, 


fer. 6. 16. When therefore ancient uſages and 


ractices croſs the written word, no weight is 
o be laid upon them; for this were to ſet the 
dgment of men againſt the Judgment of God. 
a practice be old, if it hath been a practice of 


ood Men, yet it is finful if it croſs the word 
ft God. I/ai. 8. 20. If we once forſake that rule, 
r invalidate and weaken it by the judgment 
ft men, we:overthrow all religion, and know 
ot where to ſtop. 


4. AN Argument from Antiquity, if that Anti- 


puity be reckoned from the corrupt times of the 


burch, is of little force, Soon after the age of 


he Apoſtles there grew up great degeneracy, . 


hich was foretold, 1 Tin. 4.12. it is no proof 


at all to ſay a thing was practiced many Hun 
rede of years age, when all manner of corrup- 


tions 
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tions had grown into practice in the profeſſiſpf. 
world. Age don't make errors truths. It m 
have long practiced ſuch things as are bad „tig 
don't therefore become warrantable and fit ol” 
Jjuflified ; yea ordinarily ſuch practices as tu; 
Their riſe when the Church was grievouſſy n 
generate, and were not known before, are to 
condemned, as being a branch of their dege 
racy. Many things of this nature might 
named, as burning of Candles in the Church 
the day time, Inftramental Muſick, the uſe 
ſacred Veſtments as they are called, ſetting | 
A/rars in Churches Denying the Frople “be C 
in the Lards Supper; Kneeling at the Satrame! 
and others like them, have grown tobe cuſto 
in the Church in che time of Antichriſtian da 
neſs, and no length of time will render the 
warrantable. 
I proceed to the 1 of the Doctrine. 
1. BECAUSE it 26 for the bonour of God and! 
Truth,that it be proſerued© maintained. Gods pu 
honour upon a People when he condeſcends 
reveal his will to them. Deut. 4. 8. What nati 
o great that bath fluturts & judgments ſo rightet 
es all the lam that 1 ſes before thee © And 4 
ſhould put honour upon God by a hearty e 
cing of it, by a ready obedience to ir, and * 
to propagate it and preferve it. ¶ we don't ( 
thus, we ſhew an inſenſibleneſs of our ron 
and unthankfulneſs for the divine mercy : 
fides we ſhould be the more ready to do * 
That we may preſerve the honour of it in ti 
ne among whom it is ſo often de at 
| pes lens COIN 


ö 


) 


An Ordinarion SER MON. 13 


rned, Mat. 1 I. 19. /i dom & juſtißed of ber chil. 


2 Plal. 119.126,7.They haue made void thy law, 


refore ] love tby commandments above gold, yea 


we fine gold. The Primitive Chriſtians ſnewed 
eir love to, and eſteem for the Chriſtian Reli- 


on, that they were glad of an occafion to die for 


and their zeal was the more inflamed to ir 
the oppoſition that was made againſt it. Now 


we own the ſame God, believe the ſame Truth, 


d profeſs to inherit the ſame Spirit, it con- 


rns us to be valiant fer ihe truth upon the earth, 


.9.3. not to be of a cowardly & careleſs ſpirit, 
they are ſaid to be. This indeed were to 
ray the truth and the honour of God roo,into 


E ne ot it's enemies, when we ſuffer ir to 


wrelted out of our hands. Beſides the exceE 
cy of the Truth itſelf, our concern in it, as it 
the Charter of all our priviledges, the Rule of 
r practice, and the Foundation of all our hopes 
d comforts, might be inſiſted upon as Argu- 
ents to render it precious to us, and therefore 
engage us to preſerve it and maintain the 
rity of it. Now as this ſhould be an induce- 
ent to all Chriſtians, ſo in particular to Mini- 


s, who ſhould be the more concerned for the 


nour of God becauſe of the honour he pan 
on them. And this leads me to ſay, 

2. Trey ſhould do fo, becauſe of the truſt re 
ed in them, The Faith is ſaid to be, delivered 
the Saints, Jude 3. not only revealed to them, 

t betruſted with them, and more eſpecially to 
ch as are conſtituted as Grides & Teachers in 
eChurch. Chriſt gave it _— to thedpoſiles, 


1 bB. i 
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Joh. 17. 8. The word thou gaveſt me | have gi 
them: and from them to their Succeſſors, as 
the Text. So in Tim. 1. 11. The glorious Go 
committed to thy truſt. And 2 Tim. 2. 2. The thin 
hat thou bat heard of me among many witneſſes, 
Jame commit thou to faithful men, that they may 
able to teach others alſo. The Goſpel is to 
tranſmitted ſucceſſively to the Officers of . 
Church from one age to another, and faithful i 
ſhould be choſen for it as being only fit for ſu 
a trult. Now this is partly for the benefit oft 
preſent Age, & partly for the advantage of Poſter 
| The preſent Age muſt be taught; how elle ſh 
1 they underſtand, believe and obey the trut 
0 They muſt be taughr the way of Salvation; h 
they may be pardoned,reconciled,ſanQified,; 
fitted for eternal life & glory in Heaven. 
are naturally ignorant, prone to miſtakes & 
rors. Hence we are ſaid, to ſpeak lies from 
womb, Pſal. 5 8.3. becauſe theſe things are inc 
nature, and we are ready to cheriſh them, ( 
giani omnes naſcimur & cum Phariſaico ſupercil 
Spanhems.) The corrupt underſtanding is 
prone to cheriſh error as the depraved affetic 
and appetite to cheriſh vices. There is there 
need that great care ſhould be taken that trut 
be plainly aſſerted, clearly ſtared, ſtrongly 0 
firmed,yea often inculcated, leſt men are tum 
aſide into the paths of the deſiroyer. We rece 
the Faith by the Miniſtry of the Church, i 
not for the authority oftkeChurch, Hence the 
whom God hath ſet as lights in it ſhould by 
forth the word of life, Phil. 2. 16. Partly fot i 
EE FF mad 
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vantage of Poſteritiy. Tis for their ſakes as 


ell as our own that the truth is committed to 


. Hence it is ſaid, Iſai. 38.19. The father to the 

:/dren ſhall make known thy trutb. Accordingly. 
Wu find this expreſs injunction, Pſal.76. begin. 
appointed a law in Iſrael that they ſhould make . 


known to their children : and ſo ſucceſſively in 
eir generations, they were to teach them pri- 
tely, & to take care that they might be taught 
blickly, For this end was the School f the 
opbets inſtituted among them, and cheriſhed, 
at Religion might be continued, the Laws of 
od known & obſerved among them; that one 
neration might praiſe his works to another, No- 
ing, is of ſuch conſequence to the good of 
olterity as the Propagation of Religion to them, 


nd the continuance of it among them; if they 
Woſe Religion they /o/e their Glory, and will 
Won loſe their GOD. = 


3. BECAUSE of tbe wrong they do themſelves 


Wd orbers if Religion be not preſeruedꝰ maintained, 


the Knowledge of the Goſpel ſhould decay 
nd be loſt among a People, and darkneſs & ig- 
orance prevail, ſin &Kwickedneſs will grow apace 
mong ſuch a People. Corrupt and damnable 


Doctrines will be embraced, the Enemy will ſow 


ares, if the Servants ſleep. The Souls of Men 
il! ſoon be in a miſerable condition, and the 
adgments of God both temporal & eternal will 
ollow apace upon them. Yea they will ſoon be 


lagues and curſes to one another. And as the 
Mreſent ſo the following generation are like to 


uffer by it, if the truth be not ſoundly and 
„ - 2 On 
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but that the Generations which ſucceed wi 
will be ready to think themſelves ſafe if the 


verence. I Pet.1.18,—var7 converſation receiv 
by Tradition from your fathers. he Papiſts ci 


18, thro? the veneration they have of their A! 


Purely preached, nothing elſe can be expedted 


row more Tottiſh and corrupt. They will! 
Ignorant of the Truth, & prejudiced againſt it 


follow the ſteps of theirAnceſtors. The prad 
ces of fore-fathers are uſually receiv'd with n 


up Ignorance for the Mother of Devotion: inde 
it prepares a People blindly to follow bln 
Guides, whereſoever they will lead them; an 
experience ſhews how it hath brought on th 
Anti-chriſtian Apoſtacy, and blended Chriſtiani 
with Paganiſm, and inſtead of the purity « 
Goſpel Truths and the power of Religion, tt 
World hath been over-run with fond Szperf 
tious, pompous © idleCeremonzes : from which ho 
Hard a thing hath it been to wean them, and ii 


re tors. And indeed all the World had been lo 
in error, prophaneneſs & ſuperſtition, if God he 
not raiſed up ſome faithfullhitneſſes in every Ay 
to appear for, and defend hisTrurh againſt rho 
that would have corrupted it, & rob'd them of! 
Thar Miniſters therefore may have a good a 
count to give toGod of thoſe committed to the 
care, they are obliged to be faithful in this ma 


ter. 8 
IMPROVEMENT. 
Us E I, THis lets us ſee, That the Work 
the Miniſtry is great & weighty, and great Accot 
Pliſhments are requiſue to tbe foi ful diſcharge 
— 8 
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ted it is indeed honourable, but withal it is 
- wilfficult & weighty; even the great Apoſtle of 
ilk Ne Gentiles, tho? turniſhed with extraordinary 


aſt it ifts & uncommon meaſures of Grace, cries 
'theht, Who is ſafficient for theſe things ? 2Cor. 2.16. 
rad hdeed none is ſufficient, neither Man nor Angel, 
th 1 they han't a ſtrength propor tionable to it given 


eiu them from above. Many indeed have be- 


is e rayed their ignorance, inconſideratenefs & in- 
nde nſibleneſs of the nature of the Work by a bold 
bid raſh intruſion into it: but whoever have 
; Wen in any good meaſure ſenſible of what they 


In tere about to do, have gone into it with. much 


ani r © trembling, which I havè often thought to 
ity a reaſon of that Petition we are directed to 
1, take, Mat. 9.3). That the Lord of the Harveſt would 
peri nd forth Labourers into his Harvefl;, would 


1 ho 


- zake thoſe willing that he hath made ready in 
d fti 


me good meaſure, for this Work; would lift 


ir 4Wem over all difcouragements and dark appea- 
en loWnces that ordinarily diſpirit them. Now be- 
>d hagles many other weighty things belonging to 
ry Ae work, and a variety of temptations & oppo- 


t tho 
n of i 
od 2 
) the 
S ma 


tions that they mult encounter; this ſhews it 
d be ſo, that the Glorious Goſpel of God is com- 
itted to their truſt; They are ſer for the de- 
uce of the Goſpel, to preach and defend the 
10th ; to be able to convince gainſayers : td 
arch in all things, that the Truths of God 
ght not ſuffer by errors & bereſies in DoQrine, 
/ork Wy Superſiition in Worſhip, by prophaneneſs in 
Acco onverſation, among thoſe that profeſs it. It's 
age rue they are not /t alone in this work; both 

2 ET 


Magiſtrates & private hriſtians ſhould ſhew the; 
love to and Zeal for the Truth, by a read ine 


with hamane knowledge, or the knowledge. 


to enable them to detect and refute the cavil 


manifold wiſdom of God, in the method of Gira 


a As om SERMON: © 


upon proper occaſions to be among the numhe 
of God's Witneſſes; but this is the Miniſte 
Office by way of eminency, and more is expette 
from them than from others, and great Accoi 
pliſhments are requiſite to the faithful d 
charge of it. As, 5 

1. GREAT Knowledge. The Princely Preach 
is a great pattern for all, of whom it's ſaid, Ec 
12.9. Becauſe the Preacher was wiſe,be ſtill taug 
the people knowledge. They ſhould be furniſhs 


Tongue Arts,eſpecially ſuch as are ſubſerviet 
to the right underſtanding of the Scriptures, a 


of gainſayers. Much ſtudy, time & pains mu 
neceſſarily be employed to this end; it is 

eaſy thing to underſtand the Myſteries of 1 
Gel, to comprehend 10e unſearchable-Riches i 
Chriſt, the glories of his Perſon & Offices, th 


which he hath eſtabliſhed of reconciling & al 
ing loſt Sinners by Him; bringing them into 
ſtate of Grace, preſerving and build ing the 
up in Him, 'till they come to be prepared | 
Glory; to diſcover the devices of Satan, the d 
ceitfulneſs of the Heart, and rhe many by-patl 
that men are ready to run into, and ruin then 
ſelves in. They need to be greatly furnifhc 
with wi/dem & knowledge, to be mighty in ti 
Scriptures. There needs ſolid knowledge & ſul 
ſtantial learning. n eee 


2 
4 — 


n 
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theſſi Lord makes ruler over bis houſpold, tog ive them 
dine.ir meat in due ſeaſon, Mat. 24.45. Prov. 11.30. 
umbay; ſaid, He that winneth Souls is wiſe. - 
ait 2. GREAT Prudence. This is neceſſary not 
decteſhnly for their own perſonal conduct, that they 
17 ive no occaſion to the miniſtry to be blamed, 


nd in guiding & governing the Church of God 
hat they may do all things without partiality,and 
ccording to the mind of Chriſt ; but it is greatly 
eceſſary to the well diſcharge of their miniſtry. 
artſy, that they may inſiſt on ſuch things as are 


uſt not preach ſo as to ſuit thoſe that have 
rV1ech:7g ears, but ſo as is proper to take with the 
es A08807/crences of men. They mult ſeek out accepias 
cavi 


s nails faſtened by the maſters of tbe Aſſemblies. 


1s artly, that they may preach /zaſonable traths, 
of i ccording to the preſent ſtate of their hearers, 
4 we nd ſuirable to the Providence of God. Words 


boten in ſeaſon are like apples of gold in pictures 
luer. And partly, that they may rightly di- 
de the wordof Truth; not contenting themſelves 


ey belong, in giving truesigns of Grace, & ſigns 


he dine reigning power of fin, and ſpeaking words in 
page to him that is weary, Truths muſt be pru- 
Nr ently diſpenſed, and prudently defended when 
ni 


i. Ft 3. ZEAL and Courage. The Apoſtle Faul preſſes 


5 his in a moſt urgent and folemn manner upon 
#0 ; mothy, 2 Tim- 4. 1, 2. The word ſhould 


t ſpecial neceſſity to the Souls of Men. They 


e words, The words of the wiſe are asgoads, and 


o ſpeak general truths, but ſhewing to whom 


ta withering condition,ſhewing who are under 


ttempts are made toundermine or corrupt them. 


to /beak all that he commanded him, and not to | 


Fm SA SIS. _— 
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be preached in an effetting manner, not as if. 
man were telling a dull ſtory, but as concerng 
for the glory of God and the good of Souls, wii 
warmth&earneſtneſs of ſpirit. The Prophet is bil 
to /ift up bis voice /ike a trumpet, with great ze1 
&& authority, to bear a teſtimony againſt the pn 
vailing ſins of the times; &theApoſi/e defirespray 
ersEph,6.19,20.that he might open his mouth bold 
to ſbeak the word as be ought to beat. When 5 
abounds and hath many advocates, there nee 
much zeal & courage duly to bear teſtimony 4 
gainſt ir. So when errors & corruptions prevail 

and theſe are ſupported by Men of parts, powe 
and influence, they need a ſuirable meaſure « 
courage and zeal to defend it. Cowardice i 
- Chriſt's Cauſe is treachery, God warns Zeremu 


afraid of their faces, left he confound him -befe 
them. Our beſt affections are little enough to 
employed in ſuch a work. The Male of our Fl. 
is God's due. 4 
4. EXPERIMENTAL Piety, A ſpiritual u 
derſtanding of the glory and truth of theGoſpt 
accompanyed with an experience of the pow 
of ir, begetting Grace in the Soul, and filling 
with divine comfort, will be an excellent i 
ducement to move us to prize at, and keep! 
By this means we come to underſtand the won 
of it, and that it is a treaſure too precious tol 
loſt. In the verſe before, the Apoſile intimati 
that fjaub & love are as it were the bands 
which we bold the trith,and when theſe are ke 
e They n eee 
5 5 eſid 
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An Ordination SERMON, 227 
eſides the ſpecial operations of the Spirit be- 
etting in us theſe graces, there is ſpecial en- 
duragement given to thoſe, that have zheſe to 
Kpect the needful afeflance of the Haly Spirit. 
herefore in our Text he adds, Keep that good 
ing committed to thy truſt, by the Holy Ghoſt 


PraniWhich dwelleth in us, q. d. believe & wait for his 
* owertul aſſiſtance, ſea ſonably to bring truth to 
N dl 


our remembrance, and help you to love it and 
eep it, He can give light and ſtrength in all 
ys of Tempration. The reaſon why ſome make 


eval ipurack of Jaiih & a good Conſcience, why they 
Pong, aſide from the Truth, & give beed io Fables, is 
Ire 4 


2cauſe they never recerved the truth in the love — 
it, They never ſoundly believed it, never felt 1 
e power of it upon their hearts. The preſence 
the Spirit in its Graces as well as Gifts is al- W. 
ſays neceſſary to the well diſcharge of this 

uſt. Therefore earneſt & fervent Prayers ſhould 
daily ſent up toHeaven by them, and for them; 
ithout this they will never be faithful nor 
icceſsful. 


10 


be fo 


1 tol 


Fl. 


val v 


301pll Us E. II. Or EX HO RTATIO N,both ro 
po liniſters and People, to attend this important g 
Wing y, to preſerve & maintain the Doctrine of the 

ent |! 


joſpel in the parity of it. As Miniſters muſt 
reach nothing but the Doctrine of Chriſt, ſo the 
rotefling People of God ſhould embrace no other 
octrine, whoever they be that preach ir.1T:m. 
tima 3. As Miniſters are to be careful to diſcharge 
ande Weirdury in ptopagating &preſerving the truth 
re Ke their Office requires; fo private Chriſtians 
aſt, H their places, ſhould endeayour to receive the 
ben © —M "2 mo 


deep 
Won 
US TO! 
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truth in love, and to be well eſtabliſhed in 


be indeed the truth ; they ſhould as 1 


that God is the Author. 


both to Miniſters & People in thiee Things. 


_ eſpecially that are moſt weighty & necell; 
the Doctrine of the holy & bleſſed Trinity, f 


Fes, of Redemption by him, & the way & mei 


= o 


It 
Th 
* 


that they may not be z9ſs'd with every win 
of dollrine, thro” the ſlight and cunning cr 
z:neſs of men: ſhould labour to underſtar 
the truth, to ſee that what they embrat 


Apoſtle exhorts 1Pet. 3.15. Be ready always to gi 
@ reaſon of the hope that is in you with meeknt 
and fear: ſhould be able when they have ac 
to it give a good reaſon of their faith &praQic 
that their faith is not built upon the wr/dom 
men, and that they are not /ead blindly in 
it: but it is what they have received from Go 
that it is conſonant to thoſe /zvely Oracles t 
Scriptures, of which they believe and are ſu 


I would particularly apply this Exbortat 


I. LET it be your care t be right jour ſel, 
and to ſet others right jn matters of Faith, Th 
you may preſerve and-propagate the Faith on 
delivered to the Saints, be Oribodox in yo 
Belief. This hath no ſmall influence upon Me 
Practices. Therefore they are called, to Hold 
the form of ſound words, to conſent to wholeſo 
words, All Truths ſhould be preſerved, but the 


Tuch as concern the Being & Perfeftions of G 
Doctrine of Chriſt, in his Natures, Perſon, & 
of the Application of it. Of Man's Apoſtacy tro 


God, the loſs of his image and favour, togeth 
* be s go 
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f ith the diſmal effects of it in his ſinfulneſs and. 
Wiſery, being obnoxious to the Curſe of the 
aw, in the full latitude & extent of it; hence 
ing legally & ſpiritually dead; the Nature and 


braW-ce/firy of Converſion, which is begun and car- 
S tied on by conviction of this ſinfulneſs & miſery, 
'0 81h ro! the application of theLaw in the ſtrictneſs, 


rity, and ſpiritualneſs of ir,and an experimen- 
| knowledge of their own hearts, which where- 
er it is will bxmble men, & hide pride from them, 


don d ſhew them their nothingneſs in ſpirituals: 
y Wis will (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, ) ſhut them up unto 
Ge faith, (Gal.3.23:) Again, the indiſpurable 
es c wereignty of God in the diſpenſation of his 
e fu 


race, and the unfailing efficacy of it where it is 
pplicd untoSanctification, Comfort & Perſeverance, 
e true nature of Fuſtifying Faith, which lies 


185. Ir meerly in an Aſſent to the Truth of theGoſ- 
Je = ], bar in a receiving & accepting & ſubmitting 


Chrift in all his Offices, from a conviction of 
s divine Sufficiency, the perfection of his Obe- 
?nce, and the we e of his Sufferings, 


hich he performed in the quality of Mediator 


bold JW Surety for us, and the acceptableneſs to God 
oleſo what he did. Faith is a reaſonable act, it is up- 
it 2 ſuch Pillars as theſe that it is ſupported. I 
ceſſa 


ight have added, the Doctrines of the Reſur- 


of O10, rhe Laſt Fudgment, & the future & erer- 
11), ; Recompences that will follow upon it. Theſe, 
7, & a all others points of Faith,ſhould be received, 


T medgtained, & kept as a precious Treaſure, or Depo- 
m committed to theirTruſt for their own be- 
it & comfort, & for the ſervice of ſucceeding 
WISactations, © 2 2, BE 


+ wu — 


2. BE concerned to preſerve the Worſhip d 


in the Purity of is, God's Zeal or Fealcuſy for hi 


orſhip ſhould eſpecially move us to be ſo, au 
it ſhould awaken a becoming Zeal both in Mi 


niſters & Chriſtians for it, when Innovations i 


it are threatned, & Temptations to embrace then 
are increaſed. Ir is a thing known & confeſſeſ 
that ir was the cauſe of REFORMATION, which 


. our Fathers owned & eſpouſed, eyen a Reform 


tion from theErrorst&7 Corruptions that prevail“ 


yhile Fopery was predominantin the World; ar 


though they bleſſed God for the beginnings 
it & the progreſs that was made in it, yet the 
Judged a further Progreſs neceſſary; that ſe 
ral Officers were retained in the Church & ſev 


ral Ceremonies and Symbol ical Rites continue 


that were meerly of hamane Conſtitution, & hi 
no warrant either from Scriprure or Primitived 


ꝛiguity to juſtify them. They could find in Scrij 


ture nolnſtitution for any ſtand ing Officers in tb 
Chriſtian Church, but Eiſpopst Deacons,& that thi 
the former are ind ifferentlycalled Paſtors © Tead 
ers,Elders® Minflers ofCbrift,S$tewards of the My 

zeries of God, yet they all denote one & the ai 
Office, and that as the Apoſiles were all equal 
Tong themſelyes, ſo were all the ordinary! 
Shops © Miniffers mentioned; nor have we 1 
intimation of any preheminence, or ſuperior! 
amang them of one oyer others, that their Co 
21ifton from Chriſt is the ſame, & that it is tl 
Duty of all who are called to it, to lf tb 
Miniſtry, & not content themſelyes to do ps 
of it, & leaye 2 part to be performed by * 


The 


5 They belieyed & affirmed. & it is beyond queſti- 
bi on what we ought to ad here to as 4 Principle, 

That the Word of God 3s 4 perfect Rule of Faith and 
geligious Worſhip, and that notbing ought to be ad- 
N ꝛitied, that is contraditted by it, nor any tbing in- 
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poſed that is not preſcribed therein. And indeed 


rhis was a Principle that all PROTESTANTS 
acknowledged & proceeded on in theirSeparation 


rom the Church of Rome. In the Scripture 


God hath given us a full declaration of his Will 


in all things relating to Religion, & this is the 


Vondard by which all things mult be tried, Res- 


tum eſt index ſm et obliqui.) Receeding from this 


Yad introducingTralitions & Ancient Uſages and 
Coſtoms of thet hurch,or theSayings & Opinions 


of Men, hath been the riſe of numberleſs Differ- 
nces & Contentions,which there is no proſpett of 
heir being heal'd,rillChriſtians are reftored ro 
heir liberty of being obliged in the things of 

od only unto the Authority of Scripture, And in- 


Need to lead Men from the Scriptures to Fathers 
7-1 Councils & pretended Traditions were to lead 
gem into a Wood without any ſure Path or Guide: 


or did they think thatCharch Guides had a po- 
er co-ordinate withChriſt, to preſcribe Rites and 
eremonies in worſhip, that he did not ſee meet 
o appoint, or thatChriſtians were tied ro yield 
blind Obedience to them, without examini ng by 
heScriptures what they were to believeRprac- 
Ice in Religion & theWorſhip of God. That this 
were to invade Chriſt's prerogative & to inva- 
date his Authority in the Church. | 
Now if acting on theſe Principles was war- 
3 „ rantable 


— u— vn 


be denied; ir will follow that it is the Duty] 
3 of both Miniſters & Chriſtians ſtill to adhere 10 
1 them & not to innovate & receive upon the cre- 
3 dit of humane Autboriiy, any Officers, Ordinances, 
or Symbolical Rites in the Worſhip of God, that 
| he hath never apporntcd.But to receive, obſerve, 
| Keep pure and entire what he hath appointed, 
{5 Hlealt they provoke his Jealoully againſt them, 
and render their Worſhip znacceptable to God, 
andunprofitable to themſelves, Exod. 20.4, 5, 6. Mat. 
15. 9. In vain do they worſhip me, teaching for doc-· 
trines the commandments of men. Tho' Men may 
18 impoſe upon others in the Worſhip of God, yet 
F | none can be ſo weak as to think they have pow- 
er to bleſs what they impoſe. 57 
| 3. LET Miniſters & Chriſtians be careful 10 
1 maintain ihe Practice & Power of Religion. The 
\ Doctrine of Grace is {aid to bring Salvation, as it 
1 teaches the true &only way in Which we may ar- 
rive at it, Tit. 2. 11, 12. And we are there told what 
it teaches us, even to deny ungodlineſs & worldly 
uſis, tolive ſoberly,righteoufly@godly inthis preſent 
world. Man's primitiveState was a State of hol; 
1 neſs or likeneſs roGod,this fitted him to gloriiy 
and enjoy God, but by hisApoſtacy he is fallen 
ſhort of the glory or glorious Image of God 
Hence his Nature is corrupted, his Soul in all 
the faculties of it depraved, Sin like a ſpreading 
Leproſy, hath weakened & defiled ir. Hence 
1 the Scripture uſes Metaphors from things mou 
1 loathſom, filthy & abominable to ſet mY 
$ . O 
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bring him to rhe likeneſs and love of God, to an imitation 
of Him, to an entire reſignation ro Him, and to a compla- 
ency in Him as his portion and bleſſedneſs. It calls Men 
from the World to God, from Self to Chriſt, from Sin 
to Holineſs. 2 Pet. 1. 4. There are given to us exceeding 


great and precious promiſes, that by theſe ye might b | 
nartakers 1 the divine nature. 2 Cor. 3. 18. Bebolding 


a; in a glaſs the glory of the Lord, we are changed into 


the ſame image from glory to glory by the ſpirit of the 
bring Men to a participation of 


ord, It's end is t 
ife from Him who is Life it ſelf. So then, we ſadly 


ittake if we think Religion lies in external Reformations, 


ho* never ſo many and ſpecious, in reſtraining the Hands 
rom violence and diſhoneſty, the Body from impurity, or 
ridling the Tongue from cxorbitances and jndecencics in 
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unfruitful? 


A OTE 38 $8 
R F 
* +7 RS 8 b «*.S 


ao IDW 288 2 e 
I, * N * * 6; 

2 * 
N 
3 £ * 


0 hs 18 * * , 1 Dy . P "0p _ b oy * * 5 85 — . ha 2 ” bogs _ * my * 2 Fn 4 12 L * 7 * " : 3 "Ng. 4 
* 5 I OE IE > 3 * . — = * * oy : 5 P ö 3 et * 8 
. ET A gn 8 E 
7 * 2 Ae. \ * N 8 F ; k 5 
g | , 929 * "MLA - /ii . F 5 : a i 3 
: * . * 9988 . 5 * # 3 : p L Wy £ 
* 2 x i 41 - 2 ; : ” $3 a o i 
1 Ordination 8 R M 0 N | 27 + 
» by * - 5 2 | - 1 |; . 
g . 5 8 8 3 ' *. 
K „ "> * . * 
1 3 


Now the great end of God in the revelation of His Grace 
in the Goſp.1, is to reſtore Man to his primitive purity, to 
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4. our, in whom are bid all Treaſures of wi 
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2 care ro rue the Go 155 "wg a fairbful poke of: : 
tative: duries, wherher Civil, Eceleſiattical, or = 
La cheſe things Religion is concern'd, and about the eY 
Goſpel gives the molt excellent rules. and à due dilchatt 


hem contributes not rte to the adorning of . ; 


Wen a \ Contlufion I would rould Fiigo You, gr, in | 
words of the Apoſtie, 1 . 4. 6. If t hon put the N 
', thren in remembrance of theſe things, thou'ſhalt be 4g 
non t iſbed up in Ihe words f, ö 
und Zood dettrine,” The toregoing Duties in ſiſted on, 
teach you the neceſſity of diligence in your Work, * 

continua] de pendance upon a Glorious and Aſcended Sat 
cm and kn 
ledee, and in whom alſo all the fulneſd of the Godæb 
dwells, thar of His fulnf we mipht receive Grace j | 
Grace; and theſe are to be fetch'd by Faith and fer 
Prayer. Faint not, tho* your Work be Great, yer 
Helper is Great too, and the Reward of yout Jena 
Will be be Great beyond ws Won Phil. 4-13. 1 Per. 5 +, 


Ar to You, my Brethren j in this Fg 1 would a 
. ic not ſatisſy you, that you have the Miniſtry ſerth 
amongſt you, as is rhe manner of your Neighbours; bur 
it de your concern, that che Good & Great Ends "of 
Minittty may be attained | upon you, that the Goſpel 1 

| Tm fo you with the Holy Ghoſt ſent Hl, F- | 
Heaven - chat the fruits of it may appear in your. Rep 
ance, Faith, Holineſ. ſi, in Righteouf mf, Peace, Joy. 

the” Holy bolt; in all Graces and Vertues, wherein 4 
Doctrine of Ged wy be glorify'd. Let your Mini 
have a ſhare in your fervent and Gary Prayers, and all 
Temporal Afſiftance and Encouragement thar the Law 

Chriſt enjoins, (Gal. 6. 6, 7.) that be may give attenda 
0 reading, to exbortation, to dottrine, ma nediti 
upon theſe things, and may Fi ve W 1 * 10 14 
1 Jim, 715585 15. 5 
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